Welcome to 

Trinity Reformed United Church of Christ

An Open and Affirming Congregation 

450 West Main Street, Mountville, PA 17554
www.mountvilletrinityucc.org
https://www.facebook.com/trucc2.0
(717) 285-5593
Sunday, November 19, 2017  
[image: image1.jpg]YOUR TALENT 1S
GoD's GIFT TO YOU.

‘WHAT YOoU DO

WITH IT IS
YOUR GIFT BACK TO
Gop.

~Lio Buscaiin





GOD IS STILL SPEAKING 
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Today’s Bell Choir Selection is:  “Here I am, Lord”

Guitar is played by Pastor Don Fenestre-Marek

PRELUDE/GATHERING MUSIC
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS
MISSION OFFERING:  Helping Hands Fund
*INVOCATION  “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”  New Century Hymnal # 25
*PASSING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST
MYSTERY BOX

[at this time children who are interested in attending Sunday School may go to the classroom downstairs]
*CALL TO RECONCILIATION 
One:  Our God is a God of captives and pilgrims,
who brought his people home from despair
and gave them a land of freedom and plenty.
We gather before God as servants seeking mercy,
longing for delivery from the prison of selfishness and sin,
seeking to be brought home to justice, sharing, and compassion,
to the realm that God promised to all the world
in Jesus Christ the Savior. Let us seek God’s forgiveness, offering our confession in silence…
*SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION
*ASSURANCE OF GOD’S LOVING GRACE

One:  Acknowledge the richness of God’s blessings; see the flowing river
of God’s love and wade into God’s grace. Know God’s forgiveness. 

RESPONSE OF PRAISE 
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Eileen Scion, Lay Reader
You, O God, are our dwelling-place from generation to generation; our shield from anguish and distress. You arm us as children of light
with the hope of salvation, and you protect us by your love. Give us grace to build up and encourage one another, as we seek wisdom and abundant life in the strength of your Word and the assurance of your Spirit. Amen. 
SCRIPTURE READING
Hebrew scripture
Psalm 123
123:1 To you I lift up my eyes, O you who are enthroned in the heavens!
123:2 As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their master, as the eyes of a maid to the hand of her mistress, so our eyes look to the LORD our God, until he has mercy upon us.
123:3 Have mercy upon us, O LORD, have mercy upon us, for we have had more than enough of contempt.
123:4 Our soul has had more than its fill of the scorn of those who are at ease, of the contempt of the proud.

New Testament reading
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
5:1 Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have anything written to you.
5:2 For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night.
5:3 When they say, "There is peace and security," then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape!
5:4 But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief;
5:5 for you are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness.
5:6 So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober;
5:7 for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night.
5:8 But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation.
5:9 For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,
5:10 who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him.
5:11 Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing.
Gospel lesson
Matthew 25:14-30
25:14 "For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them;
25:15 to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away.
25:16 The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents.
25:17 In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents.
25:18 But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master's money.
25:19 After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them.
25:20 Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, 'Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.'
25:21 His master said to him, 'Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.'
25:22 And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, 'Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.'
25:23 His master said to him, 'Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.'
25:24 Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, 'Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed;
25:25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.'
25:26 But his master replied, 'You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter?
25:27 Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with interest.
25:28 So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents.
25:29 For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away.
25:30 As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'


One:  God is still speaking

All:    Thanks be to God
REFLECTION ON THE SCRIPTURE                                               Pastor Don
STEWARDSHIP MOMENT (this is a time in which we offer testimony of how this church has served as a positive influence in our lives and in the lives of others; this can also be a time in which we call upon the wisdom of the Holy Spirit to guide and inspire the mission focus of this church)
CALL TO OFFERING                                                 Eileen Scion, Lay Reader 
One:  Now is the time to do something new about God’s abundant gifts to us. Let us give joyfully.
OFFERTORY
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE
UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION
 Let us pray.  

All: We have come before your table with gifts – gifts of ourselves, gifts of risk, gifts of newness, gifts of trust.  We thank you for the chance to give, and pray that we and all whom our gifts bless will never be the same. Through our greatest gift, Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen.
SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR (forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us; complete Lord’s Prayer is printed on page 7 of this bulletin)
PRAYER RESPONSE 
*CLOSING HYMN     “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending”    New Century
    Hymnal # 565

*BENEDICTION
Go now as children of the light:

Ready to serve, Eager to give, Delighted to love.  

And may God’s blessing:  

+ Source, Word and Spirit, One, 

keep, lead and mold you, now and forever.  Amen.
*SUNG BENEDICTION (inside back cover of New Century Hymnal)
*GO TO LOVE AND SERVE GOD AND ALL PEOPLE
*POSTLUDE
*indicates an invitation to stand either in body or in spirit

If you use social media we invite and encourage you to check in online as you attend today’s service.

Portions of this week’s service were excerpted and adapted from Revised Common Lectionary Prayers copyright © 2002 Consultation on Common Texts admin. Augsburg Fortress, and from liturgy written by the Rev. Kaji S. Douša.
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father,
Who art in Heaven,
Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come;
Thy will be done

On Earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen.
WELCOME TO TRINITY
No matter who you are or where you are on life's journey, you're welcome here - to explore your faith, to meet new people, and to strengthen your personal relationship with God. If you are a guest here today, please sign our guest book. If you would like to be included on our mailing list, please fill out the Welcome Card in the pews and put it in the offering plate.
Sunday Bulletins - Trinity offers a Children’s Bulletin and a Large Print Bulletin along with the Regular Sunday Bulletin.  We also have adjustable audio devices for better hearing.  Each can be found in the Welcome Area.
Reminder:  Volunteers are greatly appreciated and needed!  Please be sure to visit the Welcome Area table and sign up to volunteer if you are available!  
ANNOUNCEMENTS

About the 3 Great Loves Initiative 

The United Church of Christ has a vision of a just world for all. In this world all are welcomed, everyone is loved and justice is inherent. The 3 Great Loves is the denomination’s opportunity to express how our Love of Neighbor, Love of Children, and Love of Creation work together to address the inequities in our current world.

Beginning at Synod 2017 and ending at Synod 2019, through the lens of the 3 Great Loves, the United Church of Christ in its many settings of ministry will discern and lift up how we act upon these 3 Great Loves. As we do so, we will tell the story of how we are impacting and transforming the world, as covenantal partners united in common purpose and mission.

During these upcoming two years, there will be moments of special invitation to participate in this denomination-wide undertaking. One by one we will focus on each of the 3 Great Loves in service to our communities.
For more information, visit ucc.org

Congregational Meetings are scheduled for November 19th , and December10th.  

Beginning in February 2018 we will go to a bi-monthly congregational meeting schedule (Feb/April/June/Aug/Oct/Dec of 2018).  The purpose of this increased frequency is to ensure opportunities for a wider range of congregational input, and to increase opportunities to communicate information more effectively.    

Sunday, Nov.26 1-3 pm:  a discussion of the Immigrant/Refugee experience in Lancaster County with guest speakers from Lancaster Stands Up

Pastor Don is available for pastoral care visits/appointments from Sunday-Thursday of each week (beginning this month he will be taking Fridays and Saturdays as Sabbath time); if you would like a pastoral care visit, or simply to chat with pastor Don, he can be reached at 717-538-6507 (you may text as well) or at dfenestremarek@gmail.com.  You can also place requests for pastoral care (for yourself or out of concern for others) in the locked box outside the pastor’s study.
Information for upcoming events can be sent to Peggy Spiese at Trucc@mountvilletrinityucc.org .  This is the best way to ensure that the information will be included in the weekly bulletin announcements.

Worship Leadership
Preacher: Don Fenestre-Marek         

Lay Reader: Eileen Scion
Ministry of Music
Daniel Molkenthin

Sound Technician
Mark Cote and Charlie Miller

Ministry of Service
Trinity Café: Jean Haines and Shirley St. Clair            Head Usher:  Mary Ibach 
Greeters:  Kathy Jones and Sharon Knerr
Children’s Christian Education
Kathy Jones, Sharon Knerr, Wendy McElvy
Floral Arrangement
Bonnie Crone

with Get Well wishes for

Dee Ann Koller as she recuperates

November Greeting Cards
Mary Ann Price
Trinity Reformed United Church of Christ exists to render loving service toward humanity with Jesus as our example.  We preach love, teach compassion and social justice, and welcome all into the full life and ministry of the church.
�











Sunday mornings couldn’t happen without the many disciples here at TRUCC. Volunteers are appreciated and needed. If you’re interested in serving please see the volunteer sign-up sheets in the Welcome Area.





Next Week’s Volunteers:


November 26th, 2017





Trinity Café: Jean Haines & Shirley 


                                               St. Clair





Greeters: Kathy Jones & Sharon Knerr





Head Usher: Mary Ibach





Lay Reader: Bridgette Hancock





Children’s Christian Education:


       Karen Robinson, Wanda Nace,


                    Gail Crissey





Counters: None Marked





Altar Flowers: Mary Ibach


		


Attendance





Nov. 5, 2017 …. 51


	      Nov. 12, 2017 … 48











Today is: Sunday, November 19th   


 9:30 am	      Called to Care


10:00 am	      Trinity Café


10:30 am	 Worship 


Congregational Meeting


   1:00 pm	      Challenging Faith


    3:30 pm	      LIG





Monday, November 20th


8:00 pm	AA


Tuesday, November 21st


6:30 pm	Executive Team Meeting


8:00 pm	AA


Wednesday, November 22nd 


6:30 pm	Bell Choir


7:30              Chancel Choir


Thursday, November 23rd


(Thanksgiving Day) 


OFFICE CLOSED FOR HOLIDAY





Friday, November 24th


NEWSLETTER DEADLINE


OFFICE CLOSED FOR HOLIDAY





Saturday, November 25th





Sunday, November 26th	


10:00 am	Trinity Café


10:30 am	 Worship


 1:00 pm…….A discussion of the


   Refuge experience in Lancaster Co. with representatives from


         Lancaster Stands Up
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