Welcome to 

Trinity Reformed United Church of Christ

An Open and Affirming Congregation 

450 West Main Street, Mountville, PA 17554
www.mountvilletrinityucc.org
https://www.facebook.com/trucc2.0
(717) 285-5593
Sunday, December 3, 2017  
First Sunday of Advent
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GOD IS STILL SPEAKING 
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ANNOUNCEMENT FOR SUNDAY WORSHIP
PLEASE CONTACT:
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PASTOR DON:
DFENESTREMAREK@GMAIL.COM

717-538-6507
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PRELUDE/GATHERING MUSIC
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS
MISSION MOMENT                                                             Mark Clatterbuck

LIGHTING OF ADVENT CANDLE: HOPE                                  Judy Snyder

*INVOCATION IN SONG    “Keep Awake, Be Always Ready”  New Century
 








   Hymnal # 112
IMAGES OF ADVENT: A REVELATION IN FIVE PARTS (part 1)

*PASSING OF THE PEACE OF CHRIST
[during the winter months, many people become concerned about the spread of germs that cause cold and flu symptoms; we invite you to participate in the tradition of passing the peace in ways that you are comfortable with while honoring the preferences of others—whether that means shaking hands or simply offering a verbal “peace to you”]

*CALL TO RECONCILIATION  after Isaiah 64: 1-9
One:  God is peace: 

the ever-present, ever-loving, ever-compassionate power 

that governs the world. 

Like generations before us, 

we fail in our efforts to live in the peace and harmony that God
desires.

As in Isaiah’s time we become unclean 

and our righteous deeds become as filthy cloths. 

We alone cannot wipe clean the slate of our transgressions. 

We fade like leaves and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
All:    Yet, You O God, are Father and Mother; 

like the potter you fashioned us from clay in your holy image. 

In these silent moments hear the sighing of our spirits 

as we lay open our hearts to you. 

Mold us anew, O God, recreate a right image within us. 
*SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION
*ASSURANCE OF GOD’S LOVING GRACE

ONE:  At God’s command the heavens open, 

the mountains quake and love descends as an ever-flowing stream. 

A light shines in the night and the night cannot endure. 

Trust that the Power that created you in love 

now forgives and renews you in the same divine spirit. 

Go forth to proclaim the awesome deeds of our loving God! Amen.  

RESPONSE OF PRAISE
Oh, how He loves you and me!
Oh, how He loves you and me!
He gave his life, what more could He give?
Oh, how He loves you,
Oh, how He loves me,
Oh, how He loves you and me!
PRAYER OF THE DAY                                          Mary Ann Price, Lay Reader
ONE:  Creator of the world, 
you are the potter, we are the clay, 
and you form us in your image. 
Shape our spirits 
by Christ's transforming power, 
that as one people 
we may live out your compassion and justice, 
whole and sound in the realm of your peace. Amen.
SCRIPTURE READING
Hebrew scripture 


Isaiah 64:1-9
64:1 O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains would quake at your presence—

64:2 as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil-- to make your name known to your adversaries, so that the nations might tremble at your presence!

64:3 When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence

64:4 From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who works for those who wait for him.

64:5 You meet those who gladly do right, those who remember you in your ways. But you were angry, and we sinned; because you hid yourself we transgressed.

64:6 We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.

64:7 There is no one who calls on your name, or attempts to take hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us, and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity.

64:8 Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand.

64:9 Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, and do not remember iniquity forever. Now consider, we are all your people. 
New Testament reading

1 Corinthians 1:3-9
1:3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

1:4 I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus,

1:5 for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind—

1:6 just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you—

1:7 so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ.

1:8 He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.

1:9 God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Gospel lesson



Mark 13:24-37
13:24 "But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light,

13:25 and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.

13:26 Then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in clouds' with great power and glory.

13:27 Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.

13:28 "From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near.

13:29 So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates.

13:30 Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place.

13:31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.

13:32 "But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.

13:33 Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come.

13:34 It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch.

13:35 Therefore, keep awake--for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn,

13:36 or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly.

13:37 And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake."


One:  God is still speaking

All:     Thanks be to God
REFLECTION ON THE SCRIPTURE                                               Pastor Don
CALL TO OFFERING                                              Mary Ann Price, Lay Reader 
ONE: In good times and bad times, God is faithful to us. 

We bring forth our offerings – our tithes, our treasures, our least coins – 

to demonstrate our faithfulness to God. 

Today we bring these offerings in the name of the Ruler of Peace, 

God’s only Son, Jesus Christ. Come, give your peace to God.

OFFERTORY
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise God all creatures here below,
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
*UNISON PRAYER OF DEDICATION
All: God, whose faithfulness exceeds the limits of the earth, 

accept these gifts of our hearts and hands. 

May they be multiplied and magnified 

as the living presence of Christ’s peace in the world. Amen.
SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR (forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us; complete Lord’s Prayer is printed on page 8 of this bulletin)
PRAYER RESPONSE 
Hear our prayer, O God
Hear our prayer, O God.
Incline Your ear to us, and grant us Your peace.

A Service of Holy Communion for Advent

Invitation to the Table

One: The prophets foretold it: the desert burst into bloom.

Angelic messengers delivered news: 

a priest lost his speech; a young woman found her voice.

In this season of Advent, the scriptures revive old stories

and bring new understandings.

In the face of critics and skeptics, our faith cries out, resilient,

like a baby from a manger bed.

From that Bethlehem beginning, Jesus, baptized in the Jordan, 
spent his life serving others

That all might know the compassionate attention of a loving God.

Today, Jesus serves us yet again, as we gather at this Table he
prepares for us.
Communion Prayer

One: Dear Jesus of Advent,

You remain a sacred mystery to us.

You have brought Good News for all the people and we will not be 
afraid, for you are here.

We are hungry for your love which surpasses all our understanding;

we are thirsty for your spirit that never runs dry.

In this meal nourish our souls, feed our minds, quench our deepest 
longings and forgive our transgressions, 

that we may glorify you every day of our lives. Amen.

Blessing of the Bread and Cup
Sharing of the Meal 

Prayer of Thanksgiving

All:  Holy Creator, Bread of Life, Everlasting Salvation,

A light shines in the night and the night will not over come it.

In this meal we have been replenished and strengthened, 

the light of your love rekindled within. 

We will be bold to carry this light into the world. 

Thank you for recharging our batteries 

and reviving your ambient glow within us.

You are the power source that never gives out

- eternally renewable and sustainable.

Thank you God 

Thank you Christ 

Thank you Spirit               Amen. 

*CLOSING HYM        “Angels, from the Realms of Glory”            New Century
        Hymnal # 126
*RESPONSIVE BENEDICTION

ONE: 
Go from this place alert and awake in the spirit of God’s peace.

All:
We scatter now as people of the four winds:

to the north and south, east and west.

ONE:
Go from this place alert and awake in the spirit of God’s peace. 

All:
We go as faithful servants to spread God’s love to the ends of the earth. Amen! 

*GO TO LOVE AND SERVE GOD AND ALL PEOPLE
*POSTLUDE
*indicates an invitation to stand either in body or in spirit

If you use social media we invite and encourage you to check in online as you attend today’s service.

Portions of this week’s service were excerpted and adapted from Revised Common Lectionary Prayers copyright © 2002 Consultation on Common Texts admin. Augsburg Fortress; from Our Faith Cries Out, Resilient: Service of Holy Communion for Advent, by the Rev. Penny L. Lowes; and from From the Four Winds, Service Prayers for the First Sunday of Advent, also written by the Rev. Penny L. Lowes.
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father,
Who art in Heaven,
Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come;
Thy will be done

On Earth as it is in Heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen.
WELCOME TO TRINITY
No matter who you are or where you are on life's journey, you're welcome here - to explore your faith, to meet new people, and to strengthen your personal relationship with God. If you are a guest here today, please sign our guest book. If you would like to be included on our mailing list, please fill out the Welcome Card in the pews and put it in the offering plate.
Sunday Bulletins - Trinity offers a Children’s Bulletin and a Large Print Bulletin along with the Regular Sunday Bulletin.  We also have adjustable audio devices for better hearing.  Each can be found in the Welcome Area.
Reminder:  Volunteers are greatly appreciated and needed!  Please be sure to visit the Welcome Area table and sign up to volunteer if you are available!  
ANNOUNCEMENTS

About the 3 Great Loves Initiative 

The United Church of Christ has a vision of a just world for all. In this world all are welcomed, everyone is loved and justice is inherent. The 3 Great Loves is the denomination’s opportunity to express how our Love of Neighbor, Love of Children, and Love of Creation work together to address the inequities in our current world.

Beginning at Synod 2017 and ending at Synod 2019, through the lens of the 3 Great Loves, the United Church of Christ in its many settings of ministry will discern and lift up how we act upon these 3 Great Loves. As we do so, we will tell the story of how we are impacting and transforming the world, as covenantal partners united in common purpose and mission.

During these upcoming two years, there will be moments of special invitation to participate in this denomination-wide undertaking. One by one we will focus on each of the 3 Great Loves in service to our communities.
For more information, visit ucc.org

Today, Sunday, Dec. 3rd  2:30 p.m., A free Community Christmas Concert & Carol Sing, featuring the Bainbridge Band, at Mountville Church of the Brethren, Clay & Hoover Sts., Mountville. Refreshments follow.
Tuesday, Dec. 5th  6pm  Guild Christmas Party

Tuesday, Dec. 5th  7:30pm  Called to Fun:  planning for early 2018 events
Saturday, Dec. 9th 4pm  Soup at TRUCC; Christmas Caroling at Faith & Friendship Villa

Sunday, Dec.10th 5pm  Christmas Caroling at Masonic Village
Sunday, December 10th (immediately following worship) Congregational Meeting 

Thursday, Dec. 14th  6:30pm  Lancaster Interfaith Coalition will host a prayer circle for the victims of gun violence at TRUCC.
Beginning in February 2018 we will go to a bi-monthly congregational meeting schedule (Feb/April/June/Aug/Oct/Dec of 2018).  The purpose of this increased frequency is to ensure opportunities for a wider range of congregational input, and to increase opportunities to communicate information more effectively.    

Pastor Don is available for pastoral care visits/appointments from Sunday-Thursday of each week (beginning this month he will be taking Fridays and Saturdays as Sabbath time); if you would like a pastoral care visit, or simply to chat with pastor Don, he can be reached at 717-538-6507 (you may text as well) or at dfenestremarek@gmail.com.  You can also place requests for pastoral care (for yourself or out of concern for others) in the locked box outside the pastor’s study.
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Worship Leadership
Worship Leadership

Preacher: Don Fenestre-Marek         
Lay Reader: Mary Ann Price
Ministry of Music
Daniel Molkenthin

Sound Technician
Mark Cote and Charlie Miller

Ministry of Service
Trinity Café: Esther Markey                           Head Usher:  Esther Markey
Greeters:  Flora Mitchell & Bonnie Crone 
Children’s Christian Education
Karen Robinson, Gladys Drybred,

Chuck Romberger

Floral Arrangement
George & Eileen Himpsl

In honor of family birthdays
December Greeting Cards
Katie Crockett
Trinity Reformed United Church of Christ exists to render loving service toward humanity with Jesus as our example.  We preach love, teach compassion and social justice, and welcome all into the full life and ministry of the church.
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Today is: Sunday, December 3rd   


 9:30 am	      Called to Care


10:00 am	      Trinity Café


10:30 am	 Worship 


    1;00 pm	      PPR Team


    3:30 pm	      LIG





Monday, December 4th


8:00 pm	AA


Tuesday, December 5th


6:00 pm	Guild Christmas Party


7:30 pm	Called to Fun


8:00 pm	AA


Wednesday, December 6th 


6:30 pm	Bell Choir


7:30              Chancel Choir


Thursday, December 7th


6:30 pm	Art for Worship at


                     Faith & Friendship Villa





Friday, December 8th





Saturday, December 9th


4:00 pm	Soup @ Trinity; Caroling 


                   at Faith & Friendship Villa





Sunday, December 10th	


10:00 am	Trinity Café


10:30 am	 Worship


Congregational Meeting


5:00 pm	Caroling at Masonic Village














Sunday mornings couldn’t happen without the many disciples here at TRUCC. Volunteers are appreciated and needed. If you’re interested in serving please see the volunteer sign-up sheets in the Welcome Area.





Next Week’s Volunteers:


December 10th, 2017





Trinity Café: Esther Markey





Greeters: Flora Mitchell & Bonnie Crone





Head Usher: Esther Markey





Lay Reader: Bobbie Poteau





Children’s Christian Education:


Nancy, Fred, Dee





Counters: None Marked





Altar Flowers: Ray Bechtold Birthday


		


Attendance





	      Nov. 19, 2017 …. 62


                 Nov. 26, 2017 …. 40 ??
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